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past." Mr. Strange, the gentleman selected, then a judge
of the Sadr Adalat, the Bast India Company's chief court
at Madras, submitted his report on the 25th September
following. He had formed the most unfavourable opinion
of the Moplah community : it was treacherous and fanatical;
the land tenures of Malabar were intricate but far from
irrational; there was an entire absence of any real grievance
tending to palliate the outrages that had occurred; instances
might occasionally arise of individual hardship to a tenant,
but the general character of the dealings of the Hindu
landlords towards their tenantry, whether Moplah or Hindu,
was mild, equitable, and forbearing. The hatred between
the two religious classes now prevalent had, in his opinion,
been fermented and exasperated by the pride and intolerance
of the Muhammadan priests, and by the general relations
between the Hindu and Moplah, which were of a nature
to bring them into collision and to excite the grasping and
vindictive character of the Moplah. He pronounced it a
mistaken policy to have called members of this truculent
race to office to the extent that this had been done in
Malabar; he considered that the Moplahs had a sufficient
number of mosques already: and, in further sympathy
with the Hindus, suggested that in future no Moplah
should be allowed to erect a mosque, even on his own land,
without the sanction of the magistrate, which was to be
withheld if the site selected was in the propinquity of any
Hindu temples or tenements. Dissenting entirely from
these last two propositions, the Government of Sir H.
Pottinger concurred generally in the Commissioner's
views as to the repressive measures required, and, not
possessing at that period any powers whatever of legis-
lation, forwarded the Bills for the consideration of the
Governor-General in Council, Calcutta. On the 28th
October in the year following (1854), the assent of the
Governor-General was given to two Acts, one prohibiting